
MINUTES of MEETING of COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE held in the COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, KILMORY, LOCHGILPHEAD 

on THURSDAY, 14 MARCH 2019 

Present: Councillor Yvonne McNeilly (Chair)

Councillor Jim Anderson
Councillor Rory Colville
Councillor Robin Currie
Councillor Lorna Douglas
Councillor Kieron Green

Councillor Anne Horn
Councillor Barbara Morgan
Councillor Iain Paterson
Councillor Elaine Robertson
Margaret Anderson

Attending: Douglas Hendry, Executive Director – Customer Services
Anne Paterson, Head of Education: Lifelong Learning and Support
Louise Connor, Head of Education: Learning and Teaching
Stuart McLean, Area Committee Manager
Alison MacDonald, Education Manager: Performance and Management
Douglas Whyte, Team Lead – Housing Strategy
Chief Superintendent Hazel Hendren, Local Police Commander (Argyll and 
West Dunbartonshire Division), Police Scotland
Paul Devlin, Local Senior Officer, Scottish Fire and Rescue

In the absence of the Chair of the Committee who was held up due to a road accident, the 
Vice Chair chaired the meeting until item 6 of the Agenda.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Councillors Devon, Hardie, Lynch, 
McKenzie, Reid and William Shaw, Church Representative and Alison Palmer, Teacher 
Representative 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Councillors Horn and Robertson each declared a non-financial interest in item 10 
(Strategic Housing Fund - RSL Additional Financial Requests) of the Agenda due to them 
being Board Members of the West Highland Housing Association. 

3. MINUTE 
The Minute of the Community Services Committee meeting held on 11 December 2018 
was approved as a correct record.  

4. SCHOOLS CONSULTATION SCOTLAND ACT 2010 - ARDCHATTAN AND 
ASHFIELD PRIMARIES 
The Committee gave consideration to a report providing details of the draft proposals for 
Ardchattan and Ashfield Primary Schools after satisfaction of the Preliminary 
Requirements of s12A of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  



Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed the draft Proposals, as set out in Appendices 
1 and 2 of the report, as relevant Proposals that would now proceed to statutory 
consultation in compliance with the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  

(Reference:  Report by Executive Director - Customer Services, dated 14 March 2019, 
submitted)

5. REQUEST TO REZONE THE CATCHMENT AREA OF ST COLUMBA'S 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, OBAN 
The Committee gave consideration to a report highlighting the progress of a request from 
St Columba’s Primary Parent Council to vary the current catchment area of St Columba’s 
Primary school to that of the mainland catchment area for Oban High School.

Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed:

1. that this was a relevant proposal and that Officers should now carry out a full 
consultation on the proposed change to the catchment area of St Columba’s Primary 
school, as defined in the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 as amended;

2. to note that on completion of the consultation period a report would be presented to the 
committee detailing the results of the consultation for consideration; and

3. to note that the relevant Area Committee would be given the opportunity to comment 
as part of a consultation exercise.  

(Reference:  Report by Executive Director - Customer Services, dated 14 March 2019, 
submitted)

Councillors Anderson, Douglas, Paterson and McNeilly joined the meeting at this point. 
Councillor Yvonne McNeilly chaired the meeting from this point forward.

6. EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE PROGRESS UPDATE 
The Committee gave consideration to a report providing an update for members on the 
progress being made by the Education Service in preparing for the proposed expansion of 
Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) and the implementation of 1140 hours of funded ELC 
in Argyll and Bute by 2020.  

Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed:

1. to note the progress of implementation to date and the areas and settings to be 
phased in by August 2019;

2. to endorse the positive steps the Service had taken in implementing the Argyll and 
Bute Early Learning and Childcare Delivery Plan;



3. to support the progress on developing Early Years as an attractive area of employment 
with a growing workforce within Argyll and Bute; and

4. requested that the Executive Director of Customer Services bring forward progress 
updates in relation to the Expansion of Early Learning and Childcare to future meetings 
of the Community Services Committee.

(Reference:  Report by Executive Director - Customer Services, dated 14 March 2019, 
submitted)

7. PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY PAPER 
The Committee gave the Education Service revised Parental Engagement Strategy 2019-
2021.  It was noted that the Parental Engagement Strategy 2019-2021 had been revised 
in line with feedback from consultation with a wide range of stakeholders including 
parents, Parent Council members, teachers, Head Teachers and other partners such as 
representatives from the Educational Psychology team and Youth Services.  

Decision

The Community Services Committee:

1. agreed to note the continued commitment of the Education Service to enhance and 
further develop opportunities for parental engagement in all of our schools, in context 
of the Scottish Government’s policy position in regard to the development of a National 
Action Plan; and

2. agreed the revised Parental Engagement Strategy 2019-2021 as set out in Appendix 1 
of the report.  

(Reference:  Report by Executive Director - Community Services, dated 14 March 2019, 
submitted)

8. EDUCATION SERVICE PERFORMANCE REPORT FQ3 2018/19 
A paper presenting the Education performance report with the scorecards for Customer 
Services for FQ3 2018-19 (October – December) was considered. 

Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed to note the scorecards as presented.

(Reference:  Report by Executive Director - Customer Services, dated 14 March 2019, 
submitted)

9. HOUSING SERVICES PERFORMANCE REPORT FQ3 2018/19 
A paper presenting the Housing Services performance report with associated scorecard 
for performance in FQ3 2018-19 (October – December 2018) was considered.

Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed to note the scorecard as presented.



(Reference:  Report by Executive Director – Development and Infrastructure Services, 
dated 14 March 2019, submitted)

* 10. STRATEGIC HOUSING FUND - RSL ADDITIONAL FUNDING REQUESTS 
The Committee gave consideration to a report detailing the requests from Argyll 
Community Housing Association (ACHA) and West Highland Housing Association for 
additional Strategic Housing Fund (SHF) funding for 2 of the affordable housing projects 
detailed in the Strategic Housing Investment Plan (SHIP).

Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed to recommend to Council:

1. to contribute an additional £30,492 SHF to be awarded to the ACHA new build 
development in Tarbert (£48,000 SHF had already been agreed to assist in the 
delivery of the 4 affordable housing units in this development); and

2. to contribute an additional £16,000 SHF to be awarded to the West Highland Housing 
Association new build development in Imeraval, Islay (£96,000 SHF had already been 
agreed to assist in the delivery of 8 affordable housing units in this development).  

(Reference:  Report by Executive Director – Development and Infrastructure Services, 
dated 14 March 2019, submitted)

11. ARGYLL AND BUTE LOCAL POLICING PLAN 2017-2020 - QUARTERLY 
REPORT Q3 2018/19 
The Committee gave consideration to a report by Police Scotland which provided the FQ3 
– 2018/19 update in relation to the Argyll and Bute Local Policing Plan for 2017-2020.

Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed to note the contents of the report.  

(Reference:  Report by Local Police Commander for Argyll and West Dunbartonshire 
Division, Police Scotland, submitted)

12. SCOTTISH FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE - ARGYLL AND BUTE 
PERFORMANCE REPORT FQ3 - OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2018 
The Committee gave consideration to a report highlighting the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service (SFRS) FQ3 review of local performance within Argyll and Bute for 2018-19.

Decision

The Committee agreed to note the contents of the report.  

(Reference:  Q3 2018/19 Report by Local Senior Officer, Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service, submitted)



13. EXTERNAL EDUCATION ESTABLISHMENT INSPECTION REPORT 
A report was before the Committee for noting which provided details of all external 
education establishment inspection reports received across Argyll and Bute Education 
Service during the period January 2019 to March 2019.  

Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed to note:

1. the contents of the report and appendices;

2. that a quarterly report would be presented to the Committee detailing all establishment 
inspections conducted and published by Education Scotland within that period; and

3. that Ward members would receive copies of school inspection reports for schools 
within their area as published by Education Scotland. 

(Reference:  Report by Executive Director - Customer Services, dated 14 March 2019, 
submitted)

14. NATIONAL IMPROVEMENT FRAMEWORK FOR SCOTTISH EDUCATION 
A report was before the Committee for noting which provided an overview of the Argyll 
and Bute Primary and Secondary achievement in Literacy and Numeracy for P1, P4, P7 
and S3 published by the Scottish Government on the 12 December 2018 in Achievement 
of Curriculum for Excellence (CFE) Levels 2017/18 (Appendix A).  The report also 
provided an update on the Scottish Governments 2019 National Improvement Framework 
and Improvement Plan for Scottish Education (Appendix B).

Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed:

1. to note the overview of the Primary and Secondary achievement in Literacy and 
Numeracy for P1, P4, P7 and S3 within Argyll and Bute; and

2. to note the update on the Scottish Governments 2019 National Improvement 
Framework and Improvement Plan for Scottish Education.  

(Reference:  Report by Executive Director - Customer Services, dated 14 March 2019, 
submitted)

15. COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE WORK PLAN 2019/20 
The Community Services Committee work plan 2018/19 was before the Committee for 
noting.  

Decision

The Community Services Committee agreed to note the contents of the work plan.

(Reference:  Community Services Committee Work Plan 2018/19, submitted)


